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The following questions regard the Flex learning (packets/online) that we did last spring.





















The following questions are regarding safety for your student(s).



If you answered “yes,” would you prefer students in school full time (5 days a week) or part time? (2 days a week/alternate Fridays). If you 
answered “no,” please tell us why you’re not comfortable. If you answered “Unsure,” please tell us what would make you comfortable to 
send your child back to school (decreased number of virus cases; smaller class sizes, etc.)
• Full time (45 responses)

• I know that the best way for my child to learn would be in the classroom and 
that he is scheduled to have a phenomenal teacher who would work great 
with him. He would be missing so much not being in school and we aren't 
sure how well he (or the entire family) could manage distant learning again. 
However, with the concern of spread paired with our kids' pre-existing 
breathing issues, I have big apprehensions about his safety were an outbreak 
to occur in the school or he be required to wear a facial covering for 
extended periods of time. I am not certain but a face shield may be more 
manageable, he hasn't tried one yet. It may be a good idea for parents to 
work with their kids before school starts (especially the younger ones) to 
help acclimate them to wearing these for longer spans of time.

• I answered "No." I'm not comfortable sending my children to school 
physically, as one child is considered High Risk and has two family members 
that live in same home as children that are also considered High Risk. I'd 
prefer to see the High Risk children have an alternate learning. Such as home 
learning and turning in work weekly. If there's any difficulty learning 
something then maybe do a one on one masked, out of public, learning if 
possible?

• My child requires constant supervision. If they attend part-time, my child 
would be alone as I will be at work. My child doesn't qualify for child care 
assistance due to age. This would creat a hardship as I would have to hire a 
qualified tutor/babysitter. I don't have the funds for that! Many families 
would have to do the same.

• School should only be opened if it is safe & covid free for my children, not for 
the conveniences of just to open school on time. My children's lives are not 
expendable.

• I do not want my child being exposed to COVID-19. There is a very real 
possibility this illness will not pass for quite some time and I do not want my 
child to suffer.

• Whatever is safe for the kids, I feel that kids dont wanna do work when they 
are home though I'll rather have my kids in school then at home struggling 
trying to work and some parents don't understand the kids homework I don't 
think kids learn anything by just throwing work at them and telling them to 
get it done

• Last year a student who had influenza A was not sent home to recover. This 
is a big concern as the spread of the flu was not taken seriously. The 
school/staff have a major function providing a safe learning environment for 
all the students!

• virus numbers that have been proven to be stable/lowering, Safety 
precautions in place at the school. Temperatures taken and possible masks 
and gloves being worn. Cleaner environment...the school hasn't been clean 
for quite a while

• Ultimately no but I know he would benefit from some school time. He is very 
adamant about social distancing, wearing a mask, and hand washing. A day 
to visit with his teachers and Fridays as needed would suffice for now.

• I dont feel comfortable as we dont know how many parents are constantly 
going out of town with their kids and getting exposed. They dont keep their 
kids when when sick even before covid was here.

• Only part time! Until everything is under control, because we have elders 
taking care of so many at home. You don’t know where everyone goes, and 
gives the school a chance to clean!

• Small class sizes, social distancing in general knowing that is difficult. Of 
course decrease number of positive cases and provide safe and healthy 
environment for all the kids

• The covid 19 Corona virus pandemic is too risky for my children and family 
plus everything is open and the virus 😷 spreaded more since they open up 
some places.



If you answered “yes,” would you prefer students in school full time (5 days a week) or part time? (2 days a week/alternate Fridays). If you 
answered “no,” please tell us why you’re not comfortable. If you answered “Unsure,” please tell us what would make you comfortable to 
send your child back to school (decreased number of virus cases; smaller class sizes, etc.) (Continued)

• full time, 5 days/wk. I feel that he did not learn as much remote learning as 
he should have for a child that will be entering college in a few years.

• If the virus is not community spread. Everyone has temperature taken and 
kids stay home if not feeling well and then are tested before returning.

• Classes rooms be wiped down every night and the school must be notified if 
a student leaves the reservation boundaries. And for what purpose!

• Everything is so unsure and I don't know where other children and adults 
have been. I will not risk my children. They are my everything.

• Please follow American Pediatric Association guidelines. We are comfortable 
with a regular schedule or a 4 day week

• Unsure how to feel with the whole idea of Covid... Is it as bad as they really 
say? So many unknown questions.

• More bathroom access and cleaner environment. I do not want my kid in 
school having to wear a mask etc.

• This virus is not going away and we as a community need to work together 
and just do what we’re doing.

• I like the alternating schedule idea. This with flex (self)learning would be 
great for my child.

• Preferably full time. However, I feel like part time would still be effective for 
my child.

• Part time

• He's scared of the virus. Really doesn't want to leave his room, or home

• I would feel comfortable sending my child back when this virus is gone.

• Due to safety I will be keeping my child home regardless.

• Part time to start with then full time by second quarter.

• Decreased number of virus cases, smaller classroom sizes

• Whatever works for the school. I’m fine with either or

• Smaller class size and only few days till we know more

• 5 days let’s get back to normal and not be scared

• Part Time with less students there

• Full time with masks

• Smaller class size

• The spred of germs

• Part-time

• I would feel better if they went on alternated days with smaller class sizes.

• I think two days a week and Fridays be for students that want to go for more 
intense learning.













Parents of bus students only please answer these questions:





• It was horrible. Let these kids attend school at school not online.

• Pry parents have jobs and it took us longer to finish school work.

• Teacher are heaven sent and kids need the classroom to learn

• Assigned so much work they often got confused sometimes.

• We are not a fan of flex learning.

• Didn’t like flex learning at all

• Was a lil hard for this grandma

• His grades improved immensely

• My children need one on one

• Kids should be in school

• Didn’t like it.

• Fine

• As a parent of a student who struggles with some subjects in school, the homeschooling approach did not work well for us. Not all teachers 
assigned work through email so the students had to check different places for their work and the websites were very confusing and most 
times did not work. It was very frustrating! When we were focused on working and had a question for the teachers and emails weren’t 
answered in a timely fashion my students lost their urge to work. The most frustrating part was when 3 adults could not solve a Math 
question and it had to wait until Monday only to find out that the teacher was so overwhelmed and had was having hour long phone calls 
with students to try to help them through. These kids deserve a quality education from teachers who are trained in that profession, not 
parents who have been out of school for X number of years and are not up to date with all of the technology these kids have to work with.

• Responses to: What do you want us to know about your family’s Flex learning 
experience? What else would you like us to know?



Responses to: What do you want us to know about your family’s Flex learning 
experience? What else would you like us to know? (CONTINUTED)
• Emotionally doing distant learning was difficult. Both parents in our home 

work full time and we were not only making sure our kid had a babysitter 
during the day but then every weekend and evening was consumed with 
school work. It was hard for to understand some of the work and became 
frustrating to every one. It was especially hard when our child became 
emotional and would cry about the school work(the amount and his ability 
to understand new concepts) and we had to keep pushing and encouraging 
him to do it. Also there was more music and P.E. homework sent home 
which was hard to get done and felt futile. We however were able to have 
great contact and communication with his teacher and she made 
modifications and helped us get through what was important. We also 
received a ton of encouragement this way. She even set up two zooms and 
let the kids see each other, which was also encouraging for our child.

• Teachers should be required to hold virtual classes using Zoom or another 
technology. It is their responsibility to teach the kids, that's what they get 
paid to do! My child has special needs and is on an IEP and they were not 
met at all!!! The school totally failed my child in that area. A text once a 
week doesn't cut it! Several teachers didn't respond to my e-mails/phone 
calls. And if they did, it was a week or 2 later after the assignments were 
due. Also, my child experienced severe depression which resulted in cutting 
and suicidal tendencies. The frustration of not getting a response to phone 
calls, texts and e-mails helped contribute to this depression because of the 
stress. Also, the teachers would communicate to the students in group e-
mails which violates my child's confidentiality. The teachers should've 
responded individually for specific issues.

• I would really appreciate an answer sheet for parents and very thorough 
directions as this was a learning experience for us as well. How we were 
taught in school no longer applies to this new way of learning. It was a bit of 
a struggle at first but once we got on a schedule it was okay. I'd love to see 
more pointers on how the teacher's teach their class so we parents have an 
idea for the said children/child. Keeping up a routine basically. Trying not to 
disrupt. Also parents with children that attend Special Education and are 
considered "high risk" would love to have pointers on how to teach their 
children at home and keep them focused. Thank you!

• If you choose flex learning my children will not go to school in Dupree

• I would like to see all the kids have the option to go back to school. Also If 
the parents do not feel comfortable with sending their child then internet 
options should be made available to the child. Maybe this year could be with 
the emphasis on education and not sports. I do not believe football should 
be played this year.

• We had trouble getting all of my children online at the same time and the 
reservation doesn't have high speed internet. As I think it would be nice to 
have online classes by Skype or Zoom to help our children on some lessons. I 
also think computers for grade school should be sent home with elementary 
school students.

• It is fine for these younger kids but for those that have older students who 
need the teacher in a classroom setting it is very difficult and challenging. 
Also if kids can't go back to school full time, no PPE...the school has 
absolutely no business even thinking about sports.

• I would like my students to have some interaction with the classroom. The 
teachers do a great job talking to us, but my students need that classroom 
time to be held accountable. I think if we started 2 days a week and alternate 
Friday's it would get the job done.

• The motivation was there in the beginning then it started to wane. It was just 
a bit harder because not having the Internet was a major factor. We used our 
hotspot and that was spotty at times. Issues regarding everyday life made a 
factor as well, dealing with the emotional stress of COVID-19 was particularly 
difficult. I feel that the importance of mental health was missing, some days I 
could see my son shut down and did not want to do anything including 
homework.

• I felt that with the Flex Learning, it needs to only require the core work, 
Math, Science, Reading, etc. After doing so many worksheets of the core 
material, my child was not at all motivated to have to complete a coloring 
sheet for Art class.

• It’s next to impossible to gauge knowledge learned and retained during the 
flex learning as presented in spring 2020. Discussion boards, taped lectures, 
zoom classes and more resources that actually “teach” the curriculum need 
to be available if it is to resume.



Responses to: What do you want us to know about your family’s Flex learning 
experience? What else would you like us to know? (CONTINUTED)
• It was very hard to figure out the common core math, being as it my 

generation didn’t learn that way. That was the hardest part of helping our 
children with the learning experience. And her grade was based off of that, 
which I don’t think was fair. Also my son being autistic, loves going to school, 
working with his teachers and being in that environment, it was huge set 
back with his daily routine. So it was a huge change for him.

• Some of the packets that came home had very poor print quality and were 
difficult to decipher, especially those with maps or shading. An actual text 
book versus just a workbook would have been very beneficial. Some classes 
had more assigned per week then they generally saw in two weeks of in class 
experience. Communication with some teachers was poor.

• I feel it would be better for my child to learn more if teachers would show 
them or teach them the lessons they give so my child can understand it 
better instead of just giving them lessons and expecting them to already 
know it.

• I am a single mother of an autistic child and working from home has been 
very hard on her! I feel like the best way she learns is in a structured setting 
which I unfortunately am unable to consistently provide due to work.

• Learning at home doesn't work for me. I am a single parent and I work. My 
mom takes care of my son and baby. No one can help him with his work 
during the day. I didn't understand what he was supposed to do on parts of 
it.

• I felt Teachers could've had Zoom classes to help hold students accountable 
for attendace, and/or called and spoke to my children to make sure they 
were on task or check if they had questions or needed assistance.

• At first the kids were struggling with depression and change in learning 
environment. Now they are needing social interaction. What’s the point of 
keeping them healthy if we don’t support their emotional needs?

• It’s difficult to complete the necessary assignments they would do 
throughout a 7-8 hour day in such a small amount of time if parents go back 
to work or work from home. It’s difficult to manage both.

• The challenge was the lack of communications from the teachers. Emails 
were sent to the teachers for follow-up information but no response was 
received. Very disappointing on the teachers end.

• Would be great if the teachers reached out to the parents when assignments 
were not turned in or when there was a drop in grades. Teachers failed to 
keep parents informed on both!

• It was very good, no hassle and loved the one on one time. Child showed 
exact technique the school teacher has taught them before the pandemic 
and always got assignment finished.

• Initially, there was a lot of yelling & threatening. Towards the end, my child 
was motivated to complete his work & looked forward to having "days off" at 
the end of the week.

• My child will attend a different school if we go back to online again.

• Teachers need to be available and give solid expectations. Tons of homework 
with new concepts with no support.

• To hard when both parents work regular jobs and you just have the evenings 
and weekends to do home work

• During COVID-19 I will be keeping my Grandson home until virus is over. He 
enjoyed doing his packets.

• The students grades suffer because not all students learn the same some are 
More hands on learners

• Some teachers were assigning more work than if they had been in the 
classroom.

• It was horrible and I hope we never have to experience that punishment 
again.

• I would rather have my kids have the Flex experience then wear face masks.

• I was at work the majority of the time. I was telling him he needed to get his 
assignments done. I'm really not sure if he finished all his assignments

• The way the new math is taught is hard to understand. Especially if the 
parent was taught the old way and you send homework home with the 
student.



Responses to: What do you want us to know about your family’s Flex learning 
experience? What else would you like us to know? (CONTINUTED)
• We will support our son 100% during this time and as parents we will do what is the best for him. Flex learning experience worked well for us.

• Was very hard to help my child when I work too. Need more online classes such as zoom. They need a teacher whether in class or zoom etc.

• We appreciate the effort the school and some of the teachers made but our students need in person teaching for motivation

• If I thought the students were in danger at the school, I would home school them. My children’s education was jeopardized by lady springs flex learning.

• Going to school a few days a week is better than nothing! Working parents have a hard time teaching after work left little to no time for other family activities.

• Covid is here to stay. We need to go on with life. Take vitamins and take care of your immune system. Take their temperature in the morning and at noon and go 
on.

• Don't want to send child to school. Prefer home school.

• Please just let these kids return to normal school.

• Proper hand washing and common sense!

• Face to face is the best option.

• Move on and get back to normal

• Keep the school cleaner

Responses to: What additional concerns or thoughts do you have about the 
safety of our school relating to COVID-19?



Comments - What additional concerns or thoughts do you have about the safety of our 
school relating to COVID-19? (CONTINUED)

• Teachers need to be responsible for additional cleaning the classrooms that 
is needed to prevent the spread of germs/viruses. Each teacher should be 
supplied with a bucket, soap/disinfectant, hot water and rags to clean desks, 
tables, etc regularly. The students should assist also at the end of the day. 
This teaches self-responsibilty. We are going to have to live with this virus for 
the long-haul. But we still need normalcy and routine, the kids need that 
structure. We shouldn't put so much emphasis on attendance even though I 
know personally how attendance affects my child. Make it ok to stay home if 
the kids are sick. Make better accommodation with homework delivery to 
sick kids through the parent liaison. Request funding from the Tribe or Title 1 
for additional positions and cleaning supplies, if needed. Request funding for 
more buses so the kids aren't so packed on each bus.

• I would like some reassurance that janitorial staff will be taking extra time to 
sanitize classrooms, lockers, bathrooms, offices, ect if school were to resume 
- understanding that will likely require more staffing or expense but feel it 
would be justifiable to add additional janitorial staff for sanitation. I would 
also like to be able to hear that there are plans in place for the kids who do 
have pre-existing health conditions or are more susceptible to the virus. Also 
I know this has socially and emotionally had a huge impact on our youth and 
do feel like that needs to be addressed although it is not maybe a safety 
concern, the mental health of your children is certainly an important 
concern. There may on top of some of the delays in learning that occurred 
be a struggle to get kids back in routine because of the lack of social 
interactions they have endured through this.

• I will be keeping my Grandson home for the fall semester to see if the virus 
subsides & he will be doing the packets. Last school year I ended up having 
to buy a laptop for him so he can participate in Zoom meetings with his 
teacher. I hope & pray that the Dupree School DOES NOT force our children 
to physically attend school! That will be very unfair & I will have no choice 
but to deal with the school, school board & if I have to, deal with the state. 
Thank you. This is EvAnn White Feather, Dupree, South Dakota & my Cell 
phone number is 605-200-3287.

• I feel that wearing a face mask or shield is at each person/family’s 
discretion. Temperature checks for all should happen. I am concerned 
that our school is more worried about a sport season than they are 
about their academic responsibilities to our youth.

• I'm really not comfortable with sending my children to school just yet. I have 
a High Risk home. One school child, myself and mother. I'd really prefer to do 
online work, one on one work in a not so public place, or work sheets as we 
previously did this past spring. My child has severe anxiety and is terrified to 
return to a public setting. I'd prefer masks/face shields. I'd prefer to social 
distancing. I'd prefer the temperature checks to be done. I want to see the 
staff adhering to these rules as well.

• You need to think about your staff safety as well. They need to be provided 
proper PPE. Also, the school should offer the families a face mask just for the 
fact some might not have the money to get one for their child. Not saying 
you have to buy all of them one. Just saying it would be a nice jester. Also, 
what will your staff do if their is no daycare for them? I know that’s not your 
problem, but that’s a big deal too as they all have families.

• Quit worrying about perfect attendance. All that has done in the past has 
allowed kids to go to school when they shouldn’t be,...when they do have a 
fever that’s why our flu gets out of control. if we tell you our child is sick we 
shouldn’t need a slip from the clinic saying so! Hire a school nurse to monitor 
the kids.

• I just want to know my children are safe and I know there are people not 
taking this virus seriously and they won't until it hits them but I am not 
willing to risk my children's safety because others don't want to take 
precautions. Those parents children will be around mine and that scares me.

• How do you protect your staff with alternate days of school? If my child goes 
every other day, they are still being exposed to staff that are with the 
remainder of students that go on alternate days...although it is an option, I 
don't see it as being any safer than going every day.

• My kids did not learn anything at home. It was a fight everyday. So I heard 
that an option was doing some zoom at home a few days a wk and that 
would not work for my boys. Also I pray there is sports for these kids. Thank 
you for doing the best you guys can. It’s appreciated!



Comments - What additional concerns or thoughts do you have about the safety of our 
school relating to COVID-19? (CONTINUTED)
• If the school cannot open I feel my child needs to be taught remotely daily. A 

lesson needs to be presented by each teacher with expectations. It was so 
hard for my child to keep up with who was expecting what as it was non stop 
emails from teachers.

• Face masks should be worn when there are multiple people in a smaller 
space, I do not want my child wearing the mask all day. There should be safe 
times my child and the staff are able to take their mask off to breathe fresh 
air.

• I think all schools should get covid-19 tests done for staff and students 
before they can start school. Also to have the children practice washing 
hands and wiping down their area's and desks.

• If school sports are a go, i think everyone should be screened before practice 
and games. Also, if teams coming to our school for games need to be 
screened as well as people coming to watch.

• School should resume as per usual. This virus is nothing more than influenza. 
Wipe down desks, water fountains, door knobs etc with cleaning solutions 
and it will be fine.

• Face shields would be a wreck. Encourage sanitary precautions. Give the 
people an option to hone school if they aren’t comfortable - let the kids go 
to school that want to.

• Cleanliness, and make sure students have a pass to leave the reservation 
their education is more important than anything and we could control the 
risk a little better.

• Take temps on everyone and start slow. Masks if kids are older and if your an 
adult. Younger kids will mess with them too much 2nd and under no mask.

• I think dupree school should continue to do online classes from home with 
our children or zoom clases until this virus is completely gone.

• Oxygen intake levels should be tracked as well. I feel masks offer more 
coverage against fluid dispersal compared to a face shield.

• Don’t require students to wear masks, but allow them to do so if they feel it 
creates a safer environment for them.

• I just want to say thank you to everyone at Dupree School for doing a great 
job during these uncertain times!

• Thanks for all you are doing to keep our students and of course school staff 
safe during this difficult time.

• Nothing just hope my child can have a normal school year and can actually 
learn something.

• I personally don’t. It’s no worse than Influenza -A. Life needs to continue as 
before.

• This is a tough situation. God bless you for trying so hard to take input from 
all.

• We cannot jeopardize our students education while living in fear of covid-19.

• Before students get on the bus, they need to have their temperatures taken.

• Covid is a democratic virus to prevent Trump from winning the 2020 election

• Sanitation How will specials and special education be handled.

• Increased hand washing and cleaning, sanitation of facility

• I believe a face mask or face shield would be sufficient

• Open it back up, its a virus and it will run its course

• Children having a normal experience. Please allow this.


